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Ireland’s first case of Covid-19 was
confirmed on 29th February 2020 and | think
it is safe to say that nothing has been the
same since. As a nation, we have been
through multiple periods of restrictions
which have impacted on our work and home
life and on our family and friend
relationships. More than this, so many of us
will have experienced illness as a result of
Covid-19, either directly or indirectly, and
sadly so many of us have lost friends and
family members to this indiscriminate
disease. Our healthcare system has been
pushed to its limits, our schools have been
closed, and third level institutions like ours
have had to re-think and re-imagine almost
all aspects of our core business.

Having reached the one year anniversary of
that fateful first Covid-19 case, | want to take
this opportunity to recognise and celebrate
the truly extraordinary contributions made
by some of our Faculty of Health Sciences
staff.

The Dean’s Award for Qutstanding

Contribution to Teaching in Professional
Practice was developed to recognise the
often unseen work that is required to deliver
our professional programmes like Medicine,
the Therapy programmes, Dental Science,

Nursing, Midwifery and Pharmacy. Each of
these programmes have unique clinical
requirements, and involve complex and
multi-faceted arrangements with our linked
health service providers. During the
pandemic, the complexities of providing
clinical experience for our students in a safe
and educationally sound environment was
more challenging than ever before and was
only achieved through the Trojan efforts of
our clinical partners, and of key members of
our staff who help to bridge that gap
between the University and the clinical sites.

Through this special Covid-19 award for
Outstanding Contribution to Teaching in
Professional Practice, we highlight those
individuals who were on Trinity’s front line
and who had a key role in ensuring our
students could continue with their clinical
and professional placements, in a safe and
supported manner.

Nominations were received from the
Schools, and | am pleased to grant five
awards, across all schools in the Faculty.

Prof Orla Sheils
Dean of the Faculty of Health Sciences
Professor of Molecular Diagnostics
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